
The Presence of God
Matthew 1:18-25

PeacePeace
Matthew 1:18Matthew 1:18--2525

This is how the birth of  Jesus Christ came This is how the birth of  Jesus Christ came 
about: about: 
His mother Mary was pledged to be married to His mother Mary was pledged to be married to 
Joseph, but before they came together, she was Joseph, but before they came together, she was 
found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 

PeacePeace
Matthew 1:18Matthew 1:18--2525

Because Joseph her husband was a righteous Because Joseph her husband was a righteous 
man and did not want to expose her to public man and did not want to expose her to public 
disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 

But after he had considered this, an angel of the But after he had considered this, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream and saidLord appeared to him in a dream and said……

PeacePeace
Matthew 1:18Matthew 1:18--2525

"Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take"Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take
Mary home as your wife, because what is Mary home as your wife, because what is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
She will give birth to a son, and you are to giveShe will give birth to a son, and you are to give
him the name Jesus, because he will save his him the name Jesus, because he will save his 
people from their sins."people from their sins."

PeacePeace
Matthew 1:18Matthew 1:18--2525

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said 
through the prophet: through the prophet: 
"The virgin will be with child and will give birth to "The virgin will be with child and will give birth to 
a son, and they will call him Immanuela son, and they will call him Immanuel””——which which 
means, "God with us." means, "God with us." 

PeacePeace
Matthew 1:18Matthew 1:18--2525

When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of 
thethe
Lord had commanded him and took Mary homeLord had commanded him and took Mary home
as his wife. as his wife. But he had no union with her untilBut he had no union with her until
she gave birth to a son. And he gave him theshe gave birth to a son. And he gave him the
name Jesus.name Jesus.

PeacePeace
Brings presence of God

John 14: 25John 14: 25--2727

““All this I have spoken while still with you.  But All this I have spoken while still with you.  But 
the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 
will send in my name, will teach you all things will send in my name, will teach you all things 
and will remind you of everything I have said to and will remind you of everything I have said to 
you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give 
you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do 
not let your hearts be troubled and do not be not let your hearts be troubled and do not be 
afraid.afraid.””
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The angel tells Joseph: Do not be afraid
The angel tells Mary: Do not be afraid
The angels tell the shepherds: Do not be afraid
Jesus tells His disciples: Do not be afraid

“…and the peace of God, which surpasses all and the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds understanding, will guard your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus.through Christ Jesus.””

Philippians 4:7Philippians 4:7
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Fear and Faith do not coFear and Faith do not co--existexist
Fear distances us from the presence of GodFear distances us from the presence of God
Faith brings the presence of GodFaith brings the presence of God
Faith allows Peace to fill and flood usFaith allows Peace to fill and flood us
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Brings obedience to God

YouYou’’d think it was the opposite d think it was the opposite -- that obedience that obedience 
to God would bring peace . . . to God would bring peace . . . 

But it is when we settle the question about But it is when we settle the question about 
Who we belong to Who we belong to -- Who we follow Who we follow 
that peace comes and obedience follows.that peace comes and obedience follows.
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Joseph demonstrates this:
He’s contemplating divorce
The angel assures him of God’s plan
Peace comes
Joseph obeys God
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Mary demonstrates this:
She’s confused and troubles
The angel assures her of God’s plan
Peace comes
Mary rejoices
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The shepherds demonstrate this:
Don’t be afraid
Peace comes
They share the Good News with the world
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MaryMary’’s peace is an incredible witnesss peace is an incredible witness

““My soul glorifies the Lord  and my spirit rejoices My soul glorifies the Lord  and my spirit rejoices 
in God my Savior, for he has been mindful of the in God my Savior, for he has been mindful of the 
humble state of his servant. From now on all humble state of his servant. From now on all 
generations will call me blessed, for the Mighty generations will call me blessed, for the Mighty 
One has done great things for meOne has done great things for me—— holy is His holy is His 
name. His mercy extends to those who fear him, name. His mercy extends to those who fear him, 
from generation to generation.from generation to generation.
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PeacePeace
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JosephJoseph’’s peace is an incredible witnesss peace is an incredible witness
To MaryTo Mary
To  JesusTo  Jesus
To the world around himTo the world around him
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ShepherdsShepherds’’ peace is an incredible witnesspeace is an incredible witness

““Joy to the world, the Lord has come!Joy to the world, the Lord has come!””

He has come to the humble He has come to the humble 
He has come to the poorHe has come to the poor
He has come to us allHe has come to us all
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Mary, Joseph and the Shepherds all chose Mary, Joseph and the Shepherds all chose 
peacepeace
and their the testimony of their lips matched the and their the testimony of their lips matched the 
story of their lives as a praise to God.story of their lives as a praise to God.
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Mary, Joseph and the Shepherds all chose Mary, Joseph and the Shepherds all chose 
peacepeace
and their the testimony of their lips matched the and their the testimony of their lips matched the 
story of their lives as a praise to God.story of their lives as a praise to God.

Peace means our walk matches our walk.Peace means our walk matches our walk.

We know His peace so we offer Him praise.We know His peace so we offer Him praise.
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•• Brings excitementBrings excitement
•• Brings witnessBrings witness
•• Brings praiseBrings praise


