Hosea
Minor Prophet with Major Message
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Hosea

Old Testament “Minor” Prophet

Lives at time when Kingdom is divided
and people are distracted

Lives in aworld of human sacrifices
—Women and children of little value

—Men conquer and rule by force

God’s people are to live by His Law and
not by the standards of the culture that
surround them
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Israel has little impact in transforming the
world around them
God is faithful to Israel in the desert - and
commands them to remember and
respond with trust in Him
He commands they worship no other god
He commands they keep Covenant
He wants to preserve His relationship
with them while demonstrating to the
world Who He is and how He is different
from what they know of gods
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Obeying the Law presents an
opportunity for God’s people to be
distinctly different

Penalty for lack of virginity upon
marriage is stoning

Penalty for infidelity is stoning

God seeks to demonstrate to His
people and to the world that we are to
save ourselves for Him and Him alone
Marriage is relationship which
demonstrates Covenant commitment

Hosea

God chooses to use this
“Minor” prophet to paint a
major picture of who He is
and how seriously He takes

Covenant commitments

Hosea

God also demonstrates
through Hosea how ready He is
to reconcile a relationship
which seems hopelessly broken.

God
NEVER
gives up on us.

But the choice
is always ours
to accept Him
or reject Him.

God
NEVER
gives up on the people
inour lives
who hurt us.

But the choice
is always ours
to seek His healing
and reconciliation
in those relationships.

We are the canvass
God is painting on today -
and the accuracy of the image
depends on our willingness
to let Him have His way
inour lives.




