Healthy Hedges

Living with Godly Limitations

Robert Frost’s “Mending Wall”

“Good fences make good neighbors.”
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Living within parameters of spiritual laws

mean we live within the “hedges” God has
established for us

Boundaries
— Dr. Henry Cloud and Dr. John Townsend

The “Law of Sowing and Reaping”

“Do not be deceived, God is not mocked;
for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.

For he who sows to his flesh will
of the flesh reap corruption,
but he who sows to the Spirit will
of the Spirit reap everlasting life.”

Galatians 6: 7-8
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« God intends for the pain of these
consequences to reveal sin, lead us to
repentance, and set us on path to restoration

« Consequences create a “healthy hedge”
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Reaping Corruption

o Gluttony
— Overeating, over spending, dissatisfaction
« Sexual dysfunction
— Divorce, STDs, abuse, abortion
* Covetousness
— Bankruptcy, poverty, gambling
o Addiction
— Substances, relationships, situations
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« We encourage others to face the
consequences of their sins
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Breaking down this “hedge”...

« Creates deception that there are no
consequences for sinful behavior
— Foothold/Stronghold
o Inhibits spiritual growth
—In self
—1In others

o Leads to rebellion and idolatry
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* Sowing to the Spirit means reaping
everlasting life
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* Sowing to the Spirit means that as we
stop enabling and interrupting the
consequences, we yield to the plan of
God in the lives of our loved ones.

 This positions us to teach the truth of
God’s word - and to be a life which is a
canvas truth is painted on.

Cultivating this “hedge”...

“Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass,
you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit
of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be
tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill
the law of Christ. For if anyone thinks himself to
be something, when he is nothing, he deceives
himself. But let each one examine his own work,
and then he will have rejoicing in himself alone,
and not in another. For each one shall bear his
own load. Let him who is taught the word share in
all good things with him who teaches.”

Galatians 6:1-6
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“You're going to reap what you sow” Cultivating hedges for the flock
« Encourages others to go to God
~ For forgiveness
- To claim His promises

Cultivating God’s hedges
Reaping and Sowing

“And let us not grow weary

while doing good,
 Great motivator to sow good stuff for in due season we shall reap
+ Great reality check If we do not lose heart.
« Reveals lies, footholds, strongholds Therefore, as we have opportunit
 Stops the blame game in its tracks ! PP ¥
— Submit to God let us do good to all,
— Resist the enemy

especially to those who are of the

— Then he must flee household of faith.”

Galatians 6: 9-10




