
1

Healthy Hedges
Living with Godly Limitations

R o b er t F r o st’ s “M en di n g W all”
“Good f e nc e s mak e  good ne ighb or s. ”

C hr i sti an s n eed go o d f en c es
• B o o k  o f  J o b  r e f e r s  t o  “h e d g e ”
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m e a n  w e  l i v e  w i t h i n  t h e  “h e d g e s ”  G o d  h a s  
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C hr i sti an s n eed go o d f en c es
• B o o k  o f  J o b  r e f e r s  t o  “h e d g e ”
• “H e d g e  o f  P r o t e c t i o n ”
• H e d g e  o f  l i m i t a t i o n s
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m e a n  w e  l i v e  w i t h i n  t h e  “h e d g e s ”  G o d  h a s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  u s

• B o u n d a r i e s
– D r .  H e n r y  C l o u d  a n d  D r .  J o h n  T o w n s e n d

T he “L aw  o f  S o w i n g an d R eap i n g”
“ D o  n o t  b e  d e c e i v e d ,  G o d  i s  n o t  m o c k e d ;  

f o r  w h a t e v e r  a  m a n  s o w s ,  t h a t  h e  w i l l  a l s o  r e a p .

F o r  h e  w h o  s o w s  t o  h i s  f l e s h  w i l l  
o f  t h e  f l e s h  r e a p  c o r r u p t i o n ,  

b u t  h e  w h o  s o w s  t o  t h e  S p i r i t  w i l l  
o f  t h e  S p i r i t  r e a p  e v e r l a s t i n g  l i f e . ”

Galatians 6: 7-8
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c onse q u e nc e s to r e ve al sin,  le ad u s to 
r e p e ntanc e ,  and se t u s on p ath to r e stor ation

• C onse q u e nc e s c r e ate  a “he althy he dge ”

R eap i n g C o r r u p ti o n
• Glu ttony

– O v e r e a t i n g ,  o v e r  s p e n d i n g ,  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n
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– B a n k r u p t c y ,  p o v e r t y ,  g a m b l i n g

R eap i n g C o r r u p ti o n
• Glu ttony

– O v e r e a t i n g ,  o v e r  s p e n d i n g ,  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n
• S e x u al dysf u nc tion

– D i v o r c e ,  S T D s ,  a b u s e ,  a b o r t i o n
• C ove tou sne ss

– B a n k r u p t c y ,  p o v e r t y ,  g a m b l i n g
• A ddic tion

– S u b s t a n c e s ,  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  s i t u a t i o n s

F ac i n g c o n seq u en c es
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• W e  f ac e  c onse q u e nc e s of  ou r  own sin

– C o n f e s s
– R e p e n t
– R e s t o r a t i o n
– R e s t i t u t i o n

• W e  e nc ou r age  othe r s to f ac e  the  
c onse q u e nc e s of  the ir  sins

B r eak i n g do w n  thi s “hedge” … B r eak i n g do w n  thi s “hedge” …
• C r e ate s de c e p tion that the r e  ar e  no 
c onse q u e nc e s f or  sinf u l b e havior

B r eak i n g do w n  thi s “hedge” …
• C r e ate s de c e p tion that the r e  ar e  no 
c onse q u e nc e s f or  sinf u l b e havior
– F o o t h o l d / S t r o n g h o l d
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• I nhib its sp ir itu al gr owth
– I n  s e l f
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• I nhib its sp ir itu al gr owth
– I n  s e l f
– I n  o t h e r s

• Le ads to r e b e llion and idolatr y
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C u lti v ati n g thi s “hedge” …
• S owing to the  S p ir it me ans that as we  
stop  e nab ling and inte r r u p ting the  
c onse q u e nc e s,  we  yie ld to the  p lan of  
God in the  live s of  ou r  love d one s.

C u lti v ati n g thi s “hedge” …
• S owing to the  S p ir it me ans that as we  
stop  e nab ling and inte r r u p ting the  
c onse q u e nc e s,  we  yie ld to the  p lan of  
God in the  live s of  ou r  love d one s.

• T his p ositions u s to te ac h the  tr u th of  
God’ s wor d - and to b e  a li f e  whic h is a 
c anvas tr u th is p ainte d on.

C u lti v ati n g thi s “hedge” …
“B r e t h r e n ,  i f  a  m a n  i s  o v e r t a k e n  i n  a n y  t r e s p a s s ,
y o u  w h o  are s p i r i t u a l  r e s t o r e  s u c h  a  o n e  i n  a  s p i r i t
o f  g e n t l e n e s s ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  y o u r s e l f  l e s t  y o u  a l s o  b e
t e m p t e d .  B e a r  o n e  a n o t h e r ’ s  b u r d e n s ,  a n d  s o  f u l f i l l
t h e  l a w  o f  C h r i s t .  F o r  i f  a n y o n e  t h i n k s  h i m s e l f  t o
b e  s o m e t h i n g ,  w h e n  h e  i s  n o t h i n g ,  h e  d e c e i v e s
h i m s e l f .  B u t  l e t  e a c h  o n e  e x a m i n e  h i s  o w n  w o r k ,
a n d  t h e n  h e  w i l l  h a v e  r e j o i c i n g  i n  h i m s e l f  a l o n e ,
a n d  n o t  i n  a n o t h e r .  F o r  e a c h  o n e  s h a l l  b e a r  h i s
o w n  l o a d . L e t  h i m  w h o  i s  t a u g h t  t h e  w o r d  s h a r e  i n
a l l  g o o d  t h i n g s  w i t h  h i m  w h o  t e a c h e s . ”

G a l a t i a n s  6: 1 -6
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C u lti v ati n g hedges f o r  the f lo c k
“A n d  l e t  u s  n o t  g r o w  w e a r y  

w h i l e  d o i n g  g o o d ,  
f o r  i n  d u e  s e a s o n  w e  s h a l l  r e a p  

I f  w e  d o  n o t  l o s e  h e a r t .  
T h e r e f o r e ,  a s  w e  h a v e  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  

l e t  u s  d o  g o o d  t o  a l l ,
e s p e c i a l l y  t o  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  o f  t h e

h o u s e h o l d  o f  f a i t h . ”
Galatians 6: 9 -1 0

C u lti v ati n g G o d’ s hedges
Reaping and Sowing


