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* Long bef ore The Law was given,
Abram tithed in wors hip to God
- Genesis 14

« Later, Jacob does the s ame thing

* In Leviticus and Deuteronomy, God
expresses His desire for mankind to
give one tenth of first “fruit” to Him

+ Obediently followed throughout the
Old Testam ent
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+ One tenth from the people given to
the Levites ( who cared for the places
and people of God)

+ One tenth of that tenth was given to
the priests

« Tithes were multipurpose
- Worshipand obedience
- Funds for thetemple upkeep
- Replenish the storehouse
- Provideforthe poor, needy

In the beginning...

« Same God who provided manna for
His people and the pillar by day and
fire by night ask ed for a tithe

In the beginning...

+ Same God who provided manna for
His people and the pillar by day and
fire by night ask ed for a tithe
- Why?




In the beginning...

« Same God who provided manna for
His people and the pillar by day and
fire by night ask ed for a tithe
- Why?

- Did His funds runlow?

In the beginning...

« Same God who provided manna for
His people and the pillar by day and
fire by night ask ed for a tithe
- Why?

- Did His funds runlow?
- Was He missing sanething they had?

In the beginning...

+ Same God who provided manna for
His people and the pillar by day and
fire by night ask ed for a tithe
- Why?

- Did His funds runlow?
- Was Hemissing samething they had?
- Wasiit for their benefit?
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By tithing. a believer obeys God and

wors hips Him with first fruits in a way that
positions hims eff or herself for the bre aking
of the curse caus ed by disobedience and
robbing God of worship

It positions that believer’s desc endants to
also be blessed and not cursed

Malachi 3: 7-12
“Yet fran the days of your fahers you have gone
away fran My ordinances and have nd kept

them. Retun toMe and | will returntoyou,”
Says the LORD of hosts.

“But you said ‘In wha way shall wereurn?'

“Willaman robGod? Yet you have robbed

Me! Bu you say, In what way have we robbed
You?'

“Intithes and offerings  You are cursed witha
curse, Foryou have robbed Me, Eventhis

Malachi 3; 7-12

“Bring all thetthes irtothe storehouse, theat
theremay befoodin My house and ry Me now
in this,” Says the LORD of hosts, “If I will not
open for youthe windows of heaven and pour
out fa yousuchblessingthat there will not be
room enoughto receive it”

“And I will rebuke the devourer for your

sakes, so tha hewill not destroy the fruit of your
ground, na shallthe vine failto bear frut for you
in thefield,” Saysthe LORD d hosts "Andall
nations will call youblessed, Foryouwill be a
delightful land,” Says the LORD d hogts
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« Last bookinOld Testament
« Begins chapte by promisingamessenger
« People were being oppressed by Jewishleaders
* As Godspeaks tothem, Herevels their sin
—Their lack of worshipping G od throughthe
first frut has serious consequences
* They ae cursed
* The ertire nationis cused
« This isin spte of their lack of knowledge
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« His desire is for them to ‘teturnto Him”

« Distinct connedion between obeying whatG od
says abot first fruit andrelationship wth Him

» God understands their concern of trust
—He saysto“test Him onthis’
—“Worshipmeand see how!'ll respond”
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« Openthe windows of heaven
—Same phrase usedwhen God poured out the
rain during the flood

» Same words usedtodestroy because of
disobedience will be usedto bless because
of obedience

* The cuse isreversed

« An outpouring so grea that receiving t all
is impossible
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 Rebukes the devourer for their sake
—WhenGod b putin His proper place
then He pus satanin his poper place
« Same words usedtodestroy because of

disobedience will be usedto bless because
of obedience

« The cuse isreversed

« Satancan no longer destroy the fruit
—Same wordas the original “frut” d sin
—Worshipping Godthrough firs fruits breaks the

curse and positions for blessing
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« By doingthis, they will be so blessedtha aher
nations will notice and adknowledge

« God is putting His reputationonthe line
—He staes He will dothis

—Allin responsetoworship d Hm
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—God's methods
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Since beginning, God has se limts onwhat He

desires ustodo, bu the passibility to do otherwise
exists
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« God clearly desires His people to trust Him
with first fruits

—Worship
—Alignment
—Obedience

* God clearly desires His people to position
themselves so that they may be bles sed

* God clearly desires His people to position
themselves so that the enemy’s power over

their res our ces is broken
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What is our motive in tithing?

Worshipping God by

—Obeying

—Truging

—Believing

—Acknowledging Him as God
—Acknowledging Him as source d all
—Acknowledging Him as Lord of all
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... but He desires that His relationship with
us is redeemed and restor ed

...He desires to put the enemy in his place on

our behalf because we've placed God in His




