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The power of the first fruit
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Malachi 3: 7-12
“Yet from the days of your fathers you have gone 
away from My ordinances and have not kept
them. Return to Me, and I will return to you,” 
Says the LORD of hosts. 

“But you said, ‘ In what way shall we return?’ 

“Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed 
Me! But you say, In what way have we robbed 
You?’

“In tithes and offerings. You are cursed with a 
curse, For you have robbed Me, Even this 
whole nation.”

Malachi 3: 7-12
“Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that 
there may be food in My house,  and try Me now 
in this,” Says the LORD of hosts, “ If I will not 
open for you the windows of heaven and pour 
out for you suchblessing that there will not be 
room enough to receive it.”

“And I will rebuke the devourer for your 
sakes, so that he will not destroy the fruit of your 
ground, nor shall the vine fail to bear fruit for you 
in the field,” Says the LORD of hosts; ”And all 
nations will call you blessed, For you will be a 
delightful land,” Says the LORD of hosts.
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• Begins chapter by promising a messenger
• People were being oppressed by Jewish leaders
• As God speaks to them, He revels their sin

–Their lack of worshipping God through the 
first fruit has serious consequences
• They are cursed
• The entire nation is cursed
• This is in spite of their lack of knowledge 
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• His desire is for them to “return to Him”
• Distinct connection between obeying what God 

says about first fruit and relationship with Him
• God understands their concern of trust

–He says to “test Him on this”
–“Worship me and see how I’ll respond”
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of obedience

• The curse is reversed

• An outpouring so great that receiving it all 
is impossible
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then He puts satanin his proper place
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–When God is put in His proper place,
then He puts satanin his proper place
• Same words used to destroy  because of 

disobedience will be used to bless because 
of obedience

• The curse is reversed

• Satan can no longer destroy the fruit
–Same word as the original “fruit” of sin
–Worshipping God through first fruits breaks the 

curse and positions for blessing
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But God doesn’t stop there

• By doing this, they will be so blessed that other 
nations will notice and acknowledge

• God is putting His reputation on the line
–He states He will do this
–All in response to worship of Him
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• Free will means we have choice to 
accept or reject
–God’s love
–God’s methods
–God’s plan

• Since beginning, God has set limits on what He 
desires us to do, but the possibility to do otherwise 
exists
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• God clearly des ires His people to trust Him 
with first fruits
–Worship
–Alignment
–Obedience

• God clearly des ires His people to position 
themselves s o that they m ay be bles sed

• God clearly des ires His people to position 
themselves s o that the enem y’s power over 
their res our ces is brok en
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• Worshipp ing God by
–Obeying
–Trusting
–Believing
–Acknowledging Him as God
–Acknowledging Him as source of all
–Acknowledging Him as Lord of all
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God doesn’t need our fruit…

… but He desir es that His relationship with 
us is redeemed and restor ed

…He desir es to put the enemy in his p lac e on 
our behalf bec aus e we’ve placed God in His


